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Contact Information

Main Address for all Correspondence:

Alvernia University Physical Therapy Department

465 Saint Bernardine Street,

Flynn Complex for Recreation, Wellness and Health Sciences
Reading, Pennsylvania 19607

Phone: 610-568-1546

Fax: 610-796-8358

Physical Therapy Department Chair

Christopher H. Wise, PT, DPT, PhD(c), OCS, FAAOMPT, MTC, ATC
Professor of Physical Therapy

Flynn Health Plex Bldg. #124

Phone: 610-230-5708

Director of Clinical Education (DCE)
Pamela Unger, PT, DPT, CWS
Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy
Flynn Health Plex Bldg. #119

Phone: 610-796-5621

Senior Administrative Assistant
Carolyn Graczyk

Flynn Health Plex, Physical Therapy Suite
Phone: 610-796-5621

Important Resources

x American Physical Therapy Association (APTA)

x Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapist Education (CAPTE)
X Link to most current DPT Policy & Procedure Manual: DPT Manuals!

Effective May 2018, the Doctor of Physical Therapy Program at Alvernia University is
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy (CAPTE), 1111 North

Physical Therapy Department Clinical Education Manual (11/2022)



Department of Physical Therapy
Clinical Education Manual Acknowledgement

The Clinical Education Manual of the Alvernia University Department of Physical Therapy Program serves
as an important guide and reference for students in the successful preparation and completion of the
clinical experience requirements of the DPT curriculum. It also serves as a critical reference for the Clinical
Instructors and sites who give so graciously of their time and knowledge to assist in the clinical education
of students. Finally, it serves as a contract between students and the program, defining professional and
academic responsibilities within clinical experiences.

| have read and understand the policies contained in the Alvernia University DPT Program Clinical
Education Manual. | agree to follow the policies as outlined in the Manual while enrolled in the Doctor of

Physical Therapy (DPT) program, and | agree to fully participate in the clinical education component of
WKH SURJUDPYV FXUULFXOXP

I understand that | may be placed in a clinical experience that is located > 60 minutes from my
home
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Clinical Education Program Design
The clinical education curriculum is designed to be commensurate with the progression of the didactic
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diagnose impairments, activity limitations, and participation restrictions; and provide interventions
targeted at preventing or ameliorating activity limitations and participation restrictions.

7) The physical therapy student will regard patient/client/consumer values and goals as central to all
efforts in which the physical therapy profession will engage and advocate for
patients/clients/consumers both as individuals and as a population, in practice, education, and
research settings to manage and promote change, adopt best practice standards and
approaches, and ensure that systems are built to be consumer-centered.

Clinical Education Expectations for Students

The following statement defines the DPT Program's expectations for students throughout the clinical
education program:

The DPT Program expects all students to achieve entry-level performance in the
management of patients/clients with diseases and conditions representative of those
commonly seen in practice across the lifespan, continuum of care, and in a variety of
practice settings that are consistent with contemporary Physical Therapy practice.

To ensure that students are meeting Program and accreditation expectations, each student will engage in
part-time and full-time clinical practice experiences that provide a variety of experiences in the
management of patients/clients with diseases and conditions representative of those commonly seen in
practice:

a. across the lifespan, including: pediatric/geriatric, adult, and older adult populations;

b. across practice patterns, including individuals with impairments in each of the following practice
patterns: neuromuscular, musculoskeletal, cardiopulmonary, integumentary patterns, and other body
systems;

c. across the continuum of care, including individuals who are at various stages within the continuum
of care including: acute, subacute, chronic, and protracted/long-term care; and

d. across various practice settings that include patient/client management experiences within both
inpatient and outpatient settings.

Clinical experience placements for each student must first consider the above academic requirements.
**Please Note **

Students should be prepared to travel and seek housing in geographic locations which are outside of their
home/desired area(s) and may include placements in other states. Clinic assignments to meet the

above academic requirements may require travel greater than 0 minutes from the VW XGHQWTTV KR
desired location. All associated expenses are the responsibility of the student.

The Clinical Education Curriculum
Overview

The clinical education curriculum of the AU DPT program consists of Integrated Clinical Experiences within
2 part-time-clinical education courses and 4 full-time clinical experiences.
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Integrated Clinical Experiences (ICE) occur within DPT 523 in Year One and DPT 622 in Year Two of the
program. The purpose of these part-time clinical experiences is to provide opportunities for the students
to observe clinical practice and to develop clinical and professional skills. Under direct supervision of a
clinical instructor, students will perform beginning level clinical skills that are commensurate with current
course work and will perform self and peer assessment of professional behaviors. The AU DPT Integrated
Clinical Experiences Instrument will be utilized and graded using a Pass/Fail methodology.

Full-Time Clinical Experiences: Students will complete 4 full-time clinical experiences for a total of 36
weeks in Year One through Year Three in the program. Upon completion of the clinical education
curriculum, the student will have completed experiences working with individuals with a variety of
diagnoses and functional abilities. Students will have the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills from
all aspects of didactic coursework. With direct supervision of clinical instructors, students will be mentored
in the development of their clinical reasoning and critical thinking skills while providing direct, hands-on
patient care.

Description of Clinical Practice Courses within the DPT Curriculum

DPT522 Foundations of Clinical Practice occurs in the first semester of the DPT Program. This course
will embrace the regulatory and clinical procedures directly related to clinical practice. The intention of this
preparatory courseistoenKDQFH HDFK VWXGHQWITV DELOLW\ WR HQJDJH-
based practice. The course includes an introduction to professional behavior expectations for clinical
practice, compliance with HIPAA and OSHA regulations, medical terminology, documentation
requirements, and reimbursement/ coding and billing procedures, emergency preparedness, and
recognizing abuse. Students will further explore inter-professional interactions specific to patient related
cases. This course serves as a foundation for the multiple clinical practice learning experiences the
students will engage in as a requirement for graduation.

DPT 523 Clinical Practice I, which occurs during the 2" semester for 15 weeks, is the first part-time
Integrated Clinical Experience (ICE). This course is comprised of part-time patient care and community
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and students will have opportunities for self-assessment, self-reflection, peer and supervisory
assessment. Students will be expected to perform at the Intermediate Performance and/or
Advanced ,QWHUPHGLDWH 3HUIRUPDQFH DV DVVHVVHG E\ $37%3%, &OLQLF

DPT724 Clinical Practice V The purpose of this clinical internship is to foster the development of the
entry-level physical therapist in the outpatient/inpatient orthopedic or neuromuscular settings. This 12-
week internship occurs following the completion of all didactic course work. Under the supervision of a
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Section |1 AU Doctor of Physical Therapy Program Overview
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DPT Program Goals
Program Goals: To accomplish its mission, the Program will:

Program Goal 1: Provide an innovative and visionary curriculum that includes interprofessional
learning, responds to the needs of the profession, fosters new educational models and delivery
methods, and adjusts to the changing manner in which students learn.

f Program Goal 1: Outcome 1: The DPT Program will engage students in regular interprofessional
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Faculty Goal 2: Embody the principles and practices of effective teaching by fostering an environment
conducive to authentic learning and serve as a role model and resource for students, graduates, and
colleagues.

f Faculty Goal 2: Outcome 1. Core faculty are expected to demonstrate evidence of teaching
practices that reveals instructor knowledge, adherence to best practice guidelines, and skill in
content delivery by satisfactorily meeting expectations of student, self, peer, and administrative
evaluation.

f Faculty Goal 2: Outcome 2: Tenure-Track Core faculty will demonstrate effective teaching skills
as evidenced by the achievement of promotion and tenure within the University.

Faculty Goal 3: Demonstrate a commitment to serve the Program, University, profession, and
local/global community through collaboration and leadership.

f Faculty Goal 3: Outcome 1: Each core faculty member is expected to serve on a minimum of 1
University or College committee and a minimum of two Program committees annually and regularly
attend Program, College, and University faculty meetings.

f Faculty Goal 3: Outcome 2: Core and associated contract faculty will maintain membership and
involvement in professional associations which support the practice, education, and research of
Physical Therapy.

f Faculty Goal 3: Outcome 3: Core and associated contract faculty will actively serve within a
professional association at either the local, state, or national level.

Faculty Goal 4: Advance an agenda of scholarly activity, pursue professional advancement, and
engage in lifelong learning that is designed to contribute to the profession of Physical Therapy.

f Faculty Goal 4: Outcome 1: Core faculty will maintain an agenda of scholarly activity which
includes dissemination in non-peer and peer-reviewed formats.

f Faculty Goal 4: Outcome 2: Core faculty will attend continuing education seminars in their area
of clinical, research, and teaching interest.

Graduate/Student Goals:

To accomplish its mission, the Graduates/Students of the Program will:

Graduate/Student Goal 1: Demonstrate competence in the examination, evaluation, diagnosis,
prognosis, and intervention of the movement system across the lifespan within all available practice
settings.

f Graduate/Student Goal 1: Outcome 1. Graduates of the Program will demonstrate entry-level
competence through the successful completion of the curriculum, including all written and practical
exams as well as the comprehensive exam, and will demonstrate entry-level competence in all
clinical skills upon completion of the clinical practice courses.

f Graduate/Student Goal 1: Outcome 2: Graduates of the Program will demonstrate entry-level
competence through the passage of the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE).

f Graduate/Student Goal 1: Outcome 3: Graduates of the Program are expected to assume
clinical positions as physical therapists within a variety of physical therapy practice settings within
6 months of graduation and provide care in accordance with professional and clinic-specific
standards.

Graduate/Student ic
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f Graduate/Student Goal 2: Outcome 1: Students will adhere to evidence-based principles and
practices during formal clinical education experiences as determined by clinical faculty.

f Graduate/Student Goal 2: Outcome 2: Graduates of the Program will consistently utilize the
current best evidence and best practice guidelines in the care of individual patients as evidenced
through self- and employer-assessment.

Graduate/Student Goal 3: Collaborate with other health professionals, consumers, and community
organizations to address the health challenges of society as autonomous DPTs who are characterized
by independent thinking, self-determination, altruistic service, and who embody the highest standards
of ethical and moral practice.

f Graduate/Student Goal 3: Outcome 1: Graduates and students of the Program will engage in
regular collaboration with other healthcare providers and the community to address society's
healthcare needs.

f Graduate/Student Goal 3: Outcome 2: Graduates and students of the Program will recognize
health disparity and promote advocacy in practice, education, and research.

f Graduate/Student Goal 3: Outcome 3: Graduates and students of the Program will perpetuate
evidence to support the comparative effectiveness of physical therapy, to offer creative solutions
to enhance health services delivery and to increase the value of physical therapy to society.

Graduate/Student Goal 4:
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contributing partners on a journey toward enhanced knowledge and understanding. In a model of learner-
directed education, instructors are viewed as facilitators who guide students through meaningful learning
experiences. The development of competent, critically-thinking graduates prepared to impact their
profession and the lives of others requires an educational process that considers a myriad of learning
styles and seeks to provide opportunities for the integration of multiple learning preferences and one in
which the onus of learning is placed upon the student.

Il. Principle of Performance-Based Education
Above all, the Alvernia University DPT graduate must achieve clinical competence. With achievement of

licensure as the minimum requirement and expert, competent, clinical care as the expectation, graduates
of the program will develop the knowledge base and clinical skill to practice effectively and autonomously.
The content and organization of the curriculum is performance-directed and engenders a philosophical
orientation toward competence in clinical practice. In accordance with this initiative, content emphasizes
evidence-based practice and encourages the pursuit of practice-based evidence. The knowledge base
and essential skills required to enable graduates to practice competently and autonomously will serve as
the preeminent criterion for inclusion in the curriculum. Teaching initiatives will focus on the specific
development of the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains of learning.

lll. Principle of Community-Conscious Education

,QFXPEHQW RQ WKH SK\VLFDO WKHUDSLVW SURIHVVLRQDO LV WKH D

altruistically, generously, and without prejudice. To empathetically view experiences from different
perspectives is an imperative mandate for all health care professionals. The philosophical orientation of

the AU DPT Program VWULYHV WR LQVWLOO HQKDQFH DQG H[SDQG HDFK VYV

different. A myriad of deliberate and sustained experiences provide opportunities for students to develop
cultural competence. This goal is achieved by changing attitudes and patterns of thought that precede
behavioral adaptations. Viewing disability through the eyes of those whom we serve infiltrates every
aspect of the curriculum and demonstration of skill in appreciating diversity is expected and required.

IV. Principle of Doctoral-Trained Professional Education
A doctor may be definedas 3D SHUVRQ ZKR KD \ghdd ataueintic tédtdd avarded by a college

RU XQLYHUVLW\ LQ D VSHFIOLHGWE ZVAMKSL@L @KLY GHILQLWLRQ LV WK
'LWK WKLV SULYLOHJH FRPHV D JUHDW GHDO RI SHUVRQD @ntet¥ SRQV

non-maleficence, however, doctors are expected to operate at all times under the terms of beneficence.
As doctors of a newly-anointed doctoring profession, graduate physical therapists must attend to the dual
constructs of personal responsibility and societal expectation. Graduates of the AU DPT Program receive
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Values Statement:

Consistent with Alvernia University and the profession of physical therapy, the DPT Program is founded
upon the core values of altruistic service, respect for the dignity and autonomy of others, cultural
competence, and a relentless commitment to excellence. These values guide all Program initiatives from
course content to hiring practices to student admissions and ensure that the mission, goals, and outcomes
of the Program are achieved. An appreciation for the role of the Program as part of a larger community
will prepare graduates for making significant contributions to the communities in which they live and serve.

References:
1. Reynolds A. What is competent beginning teaching? A review of the literature. Rev Educ Res. 1992;62:1.
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Essential Functions of a Physical Therapist

The DPT Program at Alvernia University, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
does not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities. A person qualified for the DPT program
is one who has met academic standards and is able, with or without reasonable accommodations, to meet

20
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Sources:

1. American Physical Therapy Association. Minimum Required Skills of Physical Therapist Graduates at Entry Level. BOD G11-
05-20-449.

2. American Physical Therapy Association. Guide to Physical Therapist Practice.Alexandria, Virginia, 2008.

3. AASIG Technical Standards, Essential Functions Document. Section on Education,September 1998.
Ingram, D. (1997). Opinions of Physical Therapy Department Chairs on Essential Functions, Physical Therapy, 77(1)

Section |1l Roles and Responsibilities

Director of Clinical Education (DCE)

The Director of Clinical Education (DCE) is a core faculty member who is responsible for the planning,
coordination, facilitation, administration, monitoring, and assessment of the clinical education. The DCE
is the course instructor for all clinical practice courses (ICE and full time) and awards the course grade.
The DCE serves as a liaison between the physical therapy program and clinical education sites. In
cooperation with other academic faculty, the DCE establishes clinical education standards, selects and
evaluates clinical education sites, and maintains communication among all parties. (APTA Model Position
Description DCE)

DCE Upholds Academic Reqgulations, Policies, and Procedures Related to Clinical Education:

Under the direction of the PT Department Chair, the DCE assumes responsibility for maintaining the
integrity of the clinical education program. This will be accomplished through a process by which the
academic regulations and all policies and procedures that are related to clinical education are strictly
upheld. This process is most effective by enacting 3 levels of interaction. The DCE will seek to
communicate and assist clinical sites in meeting the expectations and policies related to the clinical
education program prior to contract execution, during clinical experience experiences, and following
completion of each clinical experience.

Prior to executing a contract with a clinical site, the DCE will fully inform each site of all policies and
expectations. As clinical sites are added to the cohort of active clinical experience sites, the DCE will
communicate both informally and formally with the CCCE regarding the distinct roles of both the university
as well as the clinical site. The DCE

[Type here]



the DCE will confirm placements and provide the CCCE with pertinent information regarding the student
and the objectives related to that specific clinical experience. A confirmation letter will be sent to the
student and clinical site.
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will be removed from the clinical site immediately. If a clinical site indicates that they are no longer capable
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AU



an overview for DPT622 (Clinical Practice Ill). If any clinical site requires screening or other
laboratory tests in addition to meeting the requirements set by AU Health and Wellness Office
and the PT Department
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that the CI use the information provided from the Student Information Form as a starting point
for a discussion with the student during the first day of the clinical experience and as a guide
to plan an individualized approach for supervision and feedback. Students will be required to
reflect upon these goals and behavioral objectives at the conclusion of their experience and
will not be awarded a course grade until completed. Any questions or concerns should be
addressed to the DCE prior to the student § first day.

e. Curriculum, Course Syllabus and Clinical Education Objectives
Along with the Student Information Form described above, the CCCE/CI will receive the DPT

and clinical education curriculum and clinical practice course syllabi which include specific
behavioral objectives at least 6 weeks prior to the beginning of any clinical experience. Any
program updates or changes will be provided to the CCCE/CI prior to the beginning of the
clinical practice course or as needed throughout the clinical experience.

f. Clinical Evaluation Forms +See Clinical Education Evaluation Process +Section VI

(\VA Clinical Site Visits

a. The DCE will arrange site visits (via in-person or telecommunication methods) midway through
HDFK VW XuB-tin@ Wlifiisal experience or as needed. The primary purpose of site visit
meetings is to provide an opportunity for formal feedback between the student, Cl, CCCE,
DCE, and/or designated faculty member. Discussion will include but will not be limited to
communication, feedback, supervision, problems, and strategies for current or potential issues.
Clinical Site Visits will be documented using a Site Visit form for all in-person or phone call/
video conferencing site visits. The DCE or designated faculty member will also plan a site visit
as he/she feels necessary if additional supervision is required or if safety of the student, Cl, or
patients is in question.

Section 1V: Clinical Education Policies & Procedures

Requirements for Student Participation in a Clinical Experience

Prior to students embarking upon any of their clinical practice experiences and integrated clinical
HGXFDWLRQ H[SHULHQFHYV LW LV YLWDO IRU WKH FRUH IDFXOW\ WR
WKH ULJRUVY DQG FKDOOHQJHV RI FOLQLFDO SUDFWLFH $ VWXGHQW
HDFK VWXGHQWV GH P R abiltywid thelcByitive) affextivd, Bridhpsychomotor domains in

all coursework leading up to the clinical experience. To ensure competent care and to protect the clients

whom the students serve, each student must meet the following specific criteria before beginning each

clinical education course.

1. All students must have successfully completed all coursework prior to the clinical practice course
with a grade of "C" or better, or with a grade of "Pass" in all clinical practice courses. This
requirement for student progression within the Program includes the requirement for passing all
practical examinations with a grade of 75% or better. See the practical exam re-take policy in the
syllabi of all clinical courses. Students will not be permitted to enter a clinical practice course with
a grade of "Incomplete" in any course unless authorized by the DPT Academic Review Committee.
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will practice in a safe and effective manner. The extent to which a CI and clinical site is able to
accommodate and comply with the specific requirements of the learning contract may also impact
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course so that students can remain within the established curricular sequence of the Program. These
criteria are outlined in detail within the DPT Policy & Procedure Manual.

Clinical Site Selection/Assignment Process

Procedures for Developing Clinical Sites

Under the supervision of the DPT Department Chair, the DCE is charged with establishing an adequate
number of clinical education sites needed to meet the goals and needs of the clinical education program.
Additional clinical sites are
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Students are not permitted to contact clinical sites or make inquiry as to available slots for
placement.

Once a student has been assigned to a clinical site, a letter introducing the student and a confirmation of
the dates for the clinical experience, will be sent to the clinical site by the DCE.

Student site visits will be used for the purpose of monitoring student progression, assisting the CCCE/CI
with student issues, and to discuss the student mid-term evaluation. The DCE or designated faculty
member will be available to conduct a site visit as needed.

Procedures for Student Clinical Education Assignments
Part Time Clinical Experiences (Integrated Clinical Experiences zICE)

T Part-time integrated clinical experiences will primarily use either a 1:1 student to Clinical Instructor
instructional model or a 2:1 student to Clinical Instructor collaborative teaching model based. Each
student will be assigned to a clinical experience by the DCE that is either on campus or relatively
close proximity to campus. For DPT 523, students will be informed of clinical site placements
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Occasionally there are sudden, unforeseen changes at a clinical site, such as staff resignations, which
require the site to cancel a scheduled placement. The University is not always given adequate advance
notice of such events. Students should, therefore, be prepared for changes in their assignment and
understand that they need to be flexible in their needs.

Section V: Rights, Responsibilities, Safety, Privacy, Dignity of Students

The University policies and procedures that address the rights, responsibilities, safety, privacy, and dignity
of '37 SURJUDP VWXGHQWY FDQ EH IRXQG XQGHU WKH KHD&aQJ 3&F
University Student Handbook.

Student Background Checks and Medical Compliance

All applicants must understand that in order to meet Program outcomes, they are obliged to directly work
with children and/or older adults. There are no alternatives to meet these Program outcomes. Such
applicants/students with convictions/charges documented on the criminal or child abuse reports will be
denied acceptance i
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Drug Screening
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University Health & Wellness Center webpage (http://www.alvernia.edu/student-life/student-
services/health/index.html ) regarding options for enrollment in a university-sponsored student health
insurance policy.

Costs associated with the need for emergency medical care while the students are involved in off-campus
educaWLRQDO H[SHULHQFHYVY ZLOO EH KDQGOHG E\ WKH VWXGHQWTV S
students must have prior to admission into the program and maintain throughout their time in the Program.

Any deductibles, co-pays, or costs for care not covHUHG E\ WKH VWXGHQWTV SHUVRQDO
responsibility of the student and their families.

Medical Compliance Requirements

Each DPT student is required to complete all
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Prior to embarking on each clinical practice course, students will engage in a review of HIPAA and the
policies that govern the protection of PHI as it applies to specific clinic requirements.

Protected Health Information (PHI)

During Program Orientation, students will be introduced to the proper use of PHI. Under HIPAA, protected
health information is considered to be any information that can be individually identified relating to the
past, present, or future health status or conditions of an individual, such as diagnhoses, treatment
information, medical test results, and prescription information, as well as national identification numbers
and demographic information such as birth dates, gender, ethnicity, and contact and emergency contact
information.

Students will receive further instruction related to PHI and HIPAA throughout the Administration and
Education track of the curriculum, most specifically in DPT 604 and DPT704 (see course syllabi). Students
will be tested to assess their comprehension of this information and they will be assessed on their
integration and application within their clinical rotations.
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information related to clinic-specific policies that govern the use of information that students are exposed
to during clinical practice courses. Students will be expected to strictly follow all guidelines established by
the host clinical site. DPT faculty and staff ZLOO EH LQIRUPHG RI WKH 3URJUDPYfV S|
related to the use of information obtained from clinical sites by requiring all faculty and staff to read and
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During all clinical education experiences, Alvernia University students will maintain student photo ID cards
used for identification purposes that are expected to be with the student at all times when they are at off-

campus clinical sites.
Information Shared with the Clinical Facility

JRU SXUSRVHV RI VDIHW\ HDFK VWXGHQWYV PHGLFDO UHFRUG ZLOC
EHFRPHV SDUW RI WKH VWXGHQW 1\FERBAX HDisNrcRdegs) Out SHERIibiEd X0Q G H U
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both the self-CPI evaluation of performance and the CI CPI evaluation of student performance. A final
CPI evaluation of the studentV S H U | R Wil oliQvi-tHe same format as the midterm evaluation.

The PT CPI was developed by the APTA in 1997 ,Q WKH $37%$ SDUWQHUHG ZLW
VWUHDPOLQH WKH HYDOXDWLRQ SURFHVThe RT20P! iKZVHG ZE\V WKIKQHY H8L, C
HYDOXDWH WKH VWXGHQW(Y{V S Hdini¢aUéxpe@dntes GrX bothQa sumatiyd. &id O
formative basis and is one source of information used by the DCE in assigning course grades. The

tool consists of 18 performance criteria with sample behaviors. The criteria for entry level are consistent

in both the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical
Therapists* and A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004°. The

PT CPI instrument allows students to be assessed on 18 criteria over five performance dimensions,
including: Quality of Care; Supervision/Guidance required; Consistency of Performance; Complexity

of Task/Environments; and Efficiency of Performance.

The rating scale for the CPI has six defined anchors for each criterion;
X Beginning Performance

Advance Beginner Performance

Intermediate Performance

Advanced Intermediate Performance

Entry-level Performance

Beyond Entry-level Performance

X X X X X

The expectation is that each student will be
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2 %H JUDGHG E\ WKHLU &, RQ WKH ILQ D\@vad@edtB3H JH. QG XINMMEREEH 8 WX \A
performance level on criteria #1 - #16.

3. Have no areas of significant concern marked on the PT CPI. If significant concerns are marked, it may
be grounds for failing the student or requiring the student to develop a remediation plan.

4
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2. Demonstrate performance improvements in the criteria on the PT CPI from the midterm to final
evaluation, as graded by their CI.

3 %H JUDGHG E\ WKHLU &, RQ WKH ILQ E6tn37H & 3,0H BEy@DEKEnty ILRIQY HEAH'W Z +
performance level on each of the 18 criteria.

4. Have no areas of significant concern marked on the PT CPI. If significant concerns are marked, it may
be grounds for failing the student or requiring the student to perform remedial work before receiving
credit.

5. Complete all related homework assignments by the assigned due date (in-service presentation or
project, and summary of Student Clinical Information Form).
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Section VII: Student Retention, Progression, Withdrawal, Dismissal

Course Registration

To enroll in courses, all students must complete the University registration process. No student can
register for another student or allow another personto UHJLVWHU RQ WKH VWXGHQWITV EHI
be authorized inthe 36 HHGHU Y H "~
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Management of Clinical Performance Issues

The student will be notified of challenges in clinical performance that might influence progress in clinical
practice courses. If a student is at risk of not meeting performance expectations during a clinical
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Students should first seek assistance fromthe CI LQ GHILQLQJ DQG VRIDIY &pliesie@ed REOH P
VLWXDWLRQV LQ ZKLFK WKH SUREOHP LV SHUFHLYHG DV D uSHUVRC
Real or imagined personality conflicts are often resolved with open communication between the two

parties. If good faith attempts at resolution directly with the ClI fail, the student and DCE may approach the

CCCE. The student, Cl, and CCCE can contact the DCE at any point during this process and in fact, the

earlier is usually better.

There are occasions where a Cl may meet all program requirements but still not be capable of providing
expected and appropriate supervision and feedback as described in Responsibilities of Clinical
Instructor . At the mid-term interview/site visit, the DCE will interview the student and the ClI, as described.
Questions regarding the quality of the supervision and feedback being provided will be asked and will
assist the DCE in determining the level of competence exhibited by the CI. Clinical Instructors
demonstrating egregious behavior, defined as behavior that endangers the welfare and safety of the
S
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Student Evaluation of the DCE

Students will assess DCE Performance using the APTA DCE Performance Assessment: Student Survey.
The DCE plays a pivotal role in physical therapy education by bridging physical therapy curricula with
clinical practice. Student feedback is deemed important to enhance DCE performance and to refine AU
'3791V FOLQLFDO HGXFDWLRQ SURJUDP

Student Evaluation of their Academic Preparation

The APTA PT Student Evaluation: Clinical Experience and Clinical Instruction includes a brief section
regarding academic preparation for the clinical experience. Information indicated by each class of students

on this form will be used to assess the academic preparation RI VWXGHQWYV $ VXPPDU\ R
responses will be presented by the DCE
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APPENDIX

Course Descriptions

DPT I Course Descriptions

Course Number: DPT 500
Course Name: Gross Anatomy and Histology

This course covers the study of human anatomical structures as they relate to movement,
physiological demands of activity, and exercise. Specimens, models, and videos aid a regional
approach to the study of structures. The course consists of both lectures and laboratory
experiences with pro-section and cadaver dissection. This course also includes a comprehensive
study of the microscopic and submicroscopic structure of mammalian tissues.

Course Number: DPT 502
Course Name: Kinesiology
This course is an in-
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course is to introduce students to basic research skills for clinical research and as a requisite for
evidence-based practice. Under the guidance of the Faculty Research Advisor, students are

engaged LQ WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI D VPDOO JURXS UHVHDUFK SU
scholarly inquiry. Students will identify an aim of the research project, advance skills in literature

search and review, complete a thorough review of the literature, develop skills in the assessment

of methodologic quality, and develop a clearly defined research (PICO) question based upon the

3JDS” LGHQWLILHG LQ WKH DYDLODEOH OLWHUDWXUH 7KHVH OF
HDFK VWXGHQW TV pdphréde\thé INgrRtuFeldhd/éhgadedn the process of designing,
conducting, and presenting clinical research.

Course Number: DPT 513
Course Name: Critical Inquiry 1l

The purpose of this course is to provide the knowledge and skills necessary to critically appraise
research designs as well as research findings relevant to physical therapy practice. This course
will introduce both quantitative and qualitative research designs. In the quantitative research
design, statistical analyses including the concepts of measurement, research design, analysis
and communication of research findings will be introduced. In the qualitative research design,
foundational concepts related to qualitative research will be introduced with an emphasis on the
role that qualitative research fills in the evidence-based practice of physical therapy. Topics
include: descriptive statistics, measures of variability, single subject designs, parametric and
nonparametric statistics, inference, correlation and regression, reliability and validity, sensitivity
and specificity, sampling, the use of SPSS software, comparisons between research designs, and
a discussion of multimodal research designs. The course also focuses on critically examining the
psychometric properties of tests and measures of health status, body function and structure,
activity, and participation. These topics will be presented with a focus on the application of clinical
research principles to physical therapy practice. At the end of the course, students are expected
to become proficient in the interpretation of published research by demonstrating knowledge of
the application of statistics and different methods of research. Students will have opportunities to
critically appraise the quantitative and qualitative literature related to physical therapy, as well as
to develop the statistical analysis methodology commensurate with the previously established
PICO question in DPT 512.

Course Number: DPT 516
Course Name: Musculoskeletal Physical Therapy Practice |: Physiology and Pathophysiology

This course begins with a review of normal functioning physiological systems that are most
relevant to the practice of musculoskeletal physical therapy as the foundation for a discussion of
pathophysiology. The course progresses into discussion regarding selected syndromes impacting
the musculoskeletal system that range across the lifespan. Content will cover the
incidence/prevalence, etiology, clinical signs and symptoms, differential diagnosis, diagnostic
imaging procedures, medical/surgical/pharmacologic management, as well as prognosis and
potential for recovery of selected musculoskeletal conditions. The implications of each syndrome
on Physical Therapy practice and evidence-
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courses throughout the curriculum.

Course Number: DPT 520
Course Name: Neuromuscular Physical Therapy Practice I: Neuroscience

This first course within the neuromuscular track, DPT 520 Neuromuscular Physical Therapy
Practice 1, is designed to reinforce and apply foundational knowledge in neuroanatomy and
neurophysiology, as requisite knowledge for the discussion of neuroscience and normal versus
pathological neurophysiologic systems across the lifespan. Content will introduce the
pathophysiology, structural imaging and medical diagnostics, clinical presentation and
incidence/prevalence of common neuromuscular health conditions, and finally, an introduction to
medical and rehabilitation management. The clinical implications of each disease, disorder or
syndrome on Physical Therapy examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis, and intervention
ZLOO EH LQWURGXFHG WKURXJK GLDJQRVWLF FOLQLFDO UHDVRC
of neuroplasticity, motor learning and motor control will be reinforced and applied as related to
pathological neuromuscular systems. This knowledge will serve as the basis for future
neuromuscular practice pattern courses (DPT 620, DPT 621, DPT 710). Content will parallel and
support student understanding of the clinical and diagnostic relevance of examination skills
learned in DPT 509, relating them to central and peripheral nervous system structures and
functions.

Course Number: DPT 522
Course Name: Foundations of Clinical Practice

This course will embrace the regulatory and clinical procedures directly related to clinical practice.

7TKH LQWHQWLRQ RI WKLY SUHSDUDWRU\ FRXUVH LV WR HQKDQF
management and evidence-based practice. The course includes an introduction to professional

behavior expectations for clinical practice, compliance with HIPAA and OSHA regulations,

medical terminology, documentation requirements, and reimbursement/ coding and billing
procedures, emergency preparedness, and recognizing abuse. Students will further explore inter-
professional interactions specific to patient related cases. This course serves as a foundation for

the multiple clinical practice learning experiences the students will engage in as a requirement for
graduation.

Course Number: DPT 523
Course Name: Clinical Practice |

This course is comprised of part-time patient care and community wellness experiences. This
FRXUVH LV LQWHQGHG WR HQKDQFH VWXGHQWVY DEL®GdsedLHV W
practice. During this part-time clinical experience, students participate in clinical observation and

the supervised application of discrete examination and intervention skills/procedures.
Expectations for professional behaviors and clinical skill performance are commensurate with the

course objectives and concurrent clinical skills courses. This course is concurrent with didactic

courses in the musculoskeletal, cardiopulmonary, and neuromuscular practice pattern series. The

goal of these part-
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interact with patients/clients, family, other members of the interprofessional healthcare team.

Course Number: DPT 524
Course Name: Clinical Practice Il

7KH SXUSRVH RI WKLV FOLQLFDO SUDFWLFH FRXUVH develWR IR’
physical therapy skills. This is the first of four full-
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Course Number: DPT 613
Course Name: Critical Inquiry 111
DPT 613 is the third course within a series of Critical Inquiry courses that culminate in an original
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course includes a review of common health conditions impacting the spine throughout the lifespan
that includes evidence-based concepts and the application of therapeutic exercise, manual
interventions, and alternate/adjunctive intervention strategies. Additional topics that are pertinent
to musculoskeletal physical therapy practice of spinal health conditions will also be included.
Throughout the course, an emphasis will be placed on evidence-based, clinical decision making
that leads to optimal outcomes in the care of individual patients/clients.

Course Number: DPT 620
Course Title: Neuromuscular Physical Therapy Practice I

This is the introductory course in the examination and management of movement disorders and
health conditions stemming from the central nervous system pathology, with emphasis on stroke,
spinal cord, and traumatic brain injury. The course is designed to introduce the foundational
knowledge and psychomotor skills required for examination, therapeutic handling and
neuromuscular re-education which will be reinforced and advanced within the course and within
DPT 621 and DPT 710. Lab experiences apply neuroplasticity and motor learning principles to
recovery-based treatment techniques and develop patient management skills for patients with
neurologic dysfunction. The principles of movement and gait analysis will be reinforced and
concepts of materials, design, fabrication and wearing/fitting of lower extremity orthotics
introduced. 7KLV FRXUVH EXLOGY RQ WKH VWXGHQWYfV FULWLFDO Wtk
clinical case applications and real
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Course Name: Clinical Practice Il

This course is comprised of part-time patient care, community wellness experiences and
advocacy. This course is intended to enhance ssSuGHQWVY DELOLWLHV WR HQJDJH
evidence-based practice. During part-time clinical and community wellness experiences, students
participate in clinical observation and the supervised application of discrete examination and
intervention skills/procedures. These experiences will be within clinical environments and virtually.
Expectations for professional behaviors and clinical skill performance are commensurate with the

course objectives and concurrent clinical skills courses. This course is concurrent with didactic
courses in the musculoskeletal, cardiopulmonary, and neuromuscular practice pattern series. The

goal of these part-time clinical experiences is to expose each student to a variety of health
conditions and patient care scenarios across the lifespan and continuum of care. Students will

learn to advocate for the health of society and the advancement of the profession of physical
therapy through analysis of current issues within the regulatory agencies, the legislature and
commercial payeUV 7KHVH OHDUQLQJ H[SHULHQFHV DUH GHVLJQHG W
with the patient, family, other healthcare professionals, payers and regulatory agencies, as well as

the state and national legislative bodies.

Course Number: DPT 624
Course Name: Clinical Practice IV

The purpose of this course is to foster the development of entry-level physical therapy skills in a
non-specialized inpatient OR outpatient setting (which ever was not completed in DPT524). This
is the second of four full time clinical internships and will occur in the sixth semester of the
curriculum for 6 weeks. Under the supervision of a clinical instructor, students will practice physical
therapy examination, evaluation, PT diagnosis, prognosis, and intervention procedures for
individuals with musculoskeletal and neuromuscular disorders. Development of professional
behaviors is an important component throughout the clinical practice series and students will have
opportunities for self-assessment, self-reflection, peer and supervisory assessment. Students will

49|Page

AU Department of Physical Therapy Clinical Education Policies & Procedures Manual



Nursing Simulation Lab, during which students will analyze a medical chart, utilize clinical skills
developed in this course and others, collaborate with other allied health students on a simulated
medical team, and competently evaluate a complex patient case with multiple body system
involvement.

Course Number: DPT 631
Course Name: Multiple Systems Influence within PT Practice

This course introduces mechanisms of pathophysiology that contribute to changes in the body
VWUXFWXUHV DQG IXQFWLRQV RI puRWKHUYT VA\WVWHPV LQFOX!
gastrointestinal, genital and reproductive, hematologic, hepatic and biliary, immune,
integumentary, lymphatic, and renal and urologic systems. These changes can result in specific
conditions, diseases, and disorders that physical therapists encounter across the lifespan.
"\"VIXQFWLRQ ZLWKLQ WKH pRWKHUY V\VWHPV FDQ DOVR UHVXOW
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Course Name: Physical Therapy Practice within A Global Health Care Environment

7KLV FRXUVH LV GHVLIJQHG WR DGYDQFH WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ DQ
an interprofessional collaborative team and design innovative health promotion and disease
prevention programs in a global health care environment. This course will focus on the
advancement of knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to become a culturally competent

physical therapy practitioner. This includes understanding the diversity dimensions that impact

health care environments outside of the United States. In addition, this course will emphasize the
DGYDQFHPHQW RI LQWHUSURIHVVLRQDO FRPSHWHQFLHYVY GHILQI
skills, values/attitudes that define working together across the professions, with other health care

workers and with patients, along with families and communities, as appropriate to improve health
RXWFRPHV LQ VSHFLILF FDUH FRQWH[WV =~ 7KLV FRXUVHn ZLOO
collaboration with Occupational Therapy students.

Course Number: DPT 710
Course Name: Comprehensive Physical Therapy Practice

This clinically-based, service-learning course will reinforce, integrate and advance learning from
all previous didactic course content. This course will serve to advance clinical skills and clinical
reasoning as applied to individuals with complex, multi-system health conditions. Using the
WHOICF model and case-based principles, students will provide pro-bono physical therapy
management to individuals who are under-served and under-insured in our community. Students
will be asked to apply learning from previous courses and to explore new knowledge and evidence
to advance skills to entry-level, delivering and documenting high-value interventions. Physical
therapy management will include service, advocacy, secondary/tertiary prevention, health and
wellness, as well as recommendation and use of basic and advanced assistive technologies.
Students will integrate previous knowledge and advance toward entry-level clinical skills and
leadership in the management of patients with complex health conditions. Students may have the
option to obtain professional certification in advanced assessment of the postural control system
and intervention using advanced assistive technologies or other identified certification. Evidence
of weekly advancement of skill and knowledge will be required, with individual measurement and
objectives set by the student. Reflection on different aspects of an indiviGXDOfV QHHGV DFU
lifespan is required as a foundational component of true service learning.

Course Number: DPT 713
Course Name: Critical Inquiry V

DPT 713 is the fifth course within a series of Critical Inquiry courses that culminate in an original
research project completed and presented prior to graduation. Throughout the Critical Inquiry
thread, students are engaged in a small-group research project that is developed within the Faculty
5HVHDUFK $GYLVRUYV OLQH RI VFKpaebDtt)ape dedigied tolehhanéettathH V H D L
VWXGHQWYIYV DELOLW\ WR FULWLFDOO\ DSSUDLVH WKH OLWHUL
conducting, and presenting scientific research as a requisite for evidence-based practice. Guided
by their faculty advisor, students will conduct the data collection either through experiments or
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Course Name: Critical Inquiry VI

DPT 714 is the final course within the series of Critical Inquiry courses that culminate in an original

research project completed and presented prior to graduation. Throughout the Critical Inquiry

thread, students are engaged in a small-group research project that is developed within the Faculty
5HVHDUFK $GYLVRUYV OLQH RI VFKRgebtt)ape desigied tolkhhaneeathH V H D L
VWXGHQWTVY DELOLW\ WR FULWLFDOO\ DSSUDLVH WKH OLWHUL
conducting, and presenting scientific research as a requisite for evidence-based practice. In this

course, students will
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